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(F big reasons why 
you should specify 


1—Operating economy that pays off 
2—Minimum maintenance 
3—Maximum equipment life 


| ' dit 7 4—Maximum control over wide range of loads 
Ol | [ On | | On | | l — 5—Optimum humidity control 
6—Wide range of equipment capacity— 


from 3 to 725 tons in single units; 
infinite capacity in multiple units 


GAS air conditioning on the job in northern Illinois... 


O’Hare Inn Motel, Des Plaines 
250 tons—York absorption equipment 
Architect: Arthur C. Swanson 


Mechanical Engineer: Gamze, Korobkin & Assoc. 
Mech. Contractor: Illinois Heating & Ventilating 


Oakland Bowl, Bloomington 
60 tons—Ready Power gas engine drive 
Architect: Verkler & Tinsman 


Elmhurst Savings and Loan, Elmhurst 
40 tons—Bell & Gossett gas engine drive 
Architect: Walter Kroeber 

Mechanical Engineer: Edward Franks 
Mechanical Contractor: All-Temp 


Plaza Drive-in Bank, Norridge 
10 tons—Arkla-Sun Valley absorption omntenent 
Architect: Belli & Belli 


we're At Your Service | Jam ie MeeINOIs 
to help plan vm Gas ? 
your installation... ‘h >» 


JIM HAMMERS or HAROLD BURGART 
Architect and Engineer Liaison Co-ordinators 
Bellwood office: Linden 4-5700 





NOW IN STOCK AT 
ENGLEWOOD 


47487-4 Four-Lamp, 4-foot Rapid-Start Unit 
47487-8 Four-Row Tandem, 4-foot Rapid-Start Unit 
97487-8 Four-Lamp, 8-foot Slimline Unit 


THE FOUR LIGHT 


FAIRVIEW IV 


FOR OFFICES, STORES, 


DECIDEDLY BETTER SCHOOLS, INSTITUTIONS 
DAY-BRITE 


LIGHTING FIXTURES 


The Fairview 2-light units introduced early this year received such immediate 
and enthusiastic acceptance, that Architects, Consulting Engineers and Contractors. 
everywhere demanded a 4-light model from Daybrite. This new 4-light unit has 
just now been made available in the striking Fairview design. 

The first full 8 foot prismatic enclosure 

One piece, metal-framed enclosure of X-5 plastic 

CLEARTEX® panel for low brightness 

Upswept sides for soft gradation of ceiling light 


Separable hinges for easy, one man servicing 


nglewood electrical supply company 


CHICAGO GARY SOUTH BEND ROCKFORD JOLIET AURORA 


5801 S. Halsted St. 4172 Broadway 325 N. LaFayette Blvd. 124 N. Ist St. 559 N. Chicago St. 600 N. Broadway 
HUdson 8-6161 TUrner 4-9441 CEntral 3-8233 WOodland 3-5441 JOliet 6-4281 TWinoaks 7-9296 





“UNIQUE” 
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Unique in design, in fabrication, in con- 
struction, the Our Lady of Angels Retire- 
ment Home for the Sisters of St. Francis 
at Joliet, Illinois, presented unusual 
fabrication and construction problems. 
Thanks to the experience and know-how 
of Vierling Steel, the dome pictured above 
was put up in near-record time. Steel erec- 


ARCHITECTS—J. A. Semitekol & R. V. Larsen 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS—H. O. Hefter & Associates 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS—Modern Builders Corp. 


tors were amazed at the precision with 
which each piece fit, the ease of construc- 
tion which kept the entire job on schedule. 

Next time you have a problem con- 
cerning steel, call Vierling. Let us help 
you find the solution, quickly and eco- 
nomically. We’ve been coming up with 
answers for 79 years. 


= VIERLING, 
~PSTEEL WORKS | 


S3 West Jackson Bivd. - Chicago 4, illinois 


With Vierling, your designs in steel 
are limited only by your imagination. 
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COVER artist Adrian Lozano emphasizes 
his and our wishes for a Merry Christmas 
to all, with this comment on the trials and 
tribulations of the conformity of group 
living in the modern cooperative apartment 
designed in the mode of technical stand- 
ardization for occupants who ‘think big.’ 


Inland Architect carries news and 
articles on inland-area building and 
planning, with the participating co- 
operation of the following Chapters 
and affiliate groups of the American 
Institute of Architects. 


Chicago Chapter 

Central Illinois Chapter 
Southern Illinois Chapter 
Northern Illinois Chapter 
Architects’ Association of Illinois 
Student Chapters, AIA 
University of Illinois Navy Pier 
Illinois Institute of Technology 
University of Illinois Urbana 


EDITOR 
D. C. WHITEHEAD, AIA 


ADVISORY EDITOR 
Richard M. Bennett, FAIA 


MANAGING EDITOR 
ELLIS MURPHY 


EDITORIAL STAFF 
Non-Chicago Contact 

T. W. <aeriaee, AIA 
Historic Buildings 

E, A. Campbell, AIA 
Special Issues 

A. L. Dean, AIA 
Program, Public Relations 
M. D. Dubin, AIA 
Architect in Practice 
Louis Fideler, Jr., AIA 
Art Editor—WAL news 
Hans Friedman, AIA 
Membership 

G. C. Hjort, AIA 

Office Practice 

R. Keppner 

Office Profiles 

Harry Weese 

Chicago Chapter Comment 
R. Rea Esgar, AIA 
Central Illinois Comment 
E. L. Verkler, AIA 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CHICAGO CHAPTER, AIA 
OFFICERS 

President 

William J. Bachman, AIA 
First Vice President 

R. Rea Esgar, AIA 

Second Vice President 

Jack D. Train, AIA 
Secretary 

John D. Randall, AIA 
Treasurer 

Paul D. McCurry, AIA 


DIRECTORS 


Richard M. Bennett, FAIA 
Carl A. Metz, AIA 
Matthew L. Rockwell, AIA 
Kenneth A. McGrew, AIA 
Lee C. Mielke, AIA 
Herbert Sobel, AIA 


The Opinions expressed in articles appear- 
ing in Inland Architect are not the official 
opinions of the Chicago Chapter, AIA, or 
its Board of Directors. 
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You're better all-w 
when you specify is \ 
SLIDING 
GLASS WALLS 


© Beauty 
© Quality © Economy 


42 stock sizes — or custom. For !/," 
plate or 1" dual glazing. Complete 
specs. in Sweets. 





i . +. in the walls and ceilings of 
well-built homes has always been 
‘Genuine Lath and Plaster. 





Architects 
who demand 
the best 
specify lath 
and plaster 
because they 
know they will 
get quality 
at price that 
stays within 
their budget. 


LATHING FOUNDATION OF CHICAGO 
211 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 1, Illinois 





MEETINGS 


Client + Architect + 
Interior Designer = 
Architecture 


A case study in total design in 
architecture will be the theme of 
the Chicago Chapter’s January 
meeting to be held January ninth 
in the Arts Club at 109 East 
Ontario Street. The meeting date 
coincides with the January In- 
ternational Furniture Market 
and interior designers and mar- 
ket visitors will be invited to 
attend. 

The program, a panel discus- 
sion with color slides, will be a 
case study of the plans and 
progress for the New Michigan 
Consolidated Gas Company 
Headquarters Building now un- 
der construction in Detroit. One 
member from each firm planning 
this coordinated building will be 
a panel member. They are: 


ARCHITECT — 
Mr. Minoru Yamasaki 
Minoru Yamasaki Assoc. 
Birmingham, Michigan 


ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER — 
Mr. Robert F. Hastings, 
Vice President 
Smith Hinchman & Grylls 
Associates, Inc. 
Detroit, Michigan 


Yamasaki 





New MCGC Building 


INTERIOR DESIGNER — 
Mr. Walter B. Ford, President 
W. B. Ford Design Associates 
Detroit, Michigan 


CLIENT — 
Mr. Ralph T. McElvenny, President 
American Natural Gas Service Co. 
Detroit, Michigan 


Andrew R. Addkison, of the 
Illinois Chapter, American Insti- 
tute of Decorators will moderate 
the panel. 

Guests will be invited to 
gather for cocktails at 5:30 P.M. 
to meet the panel members and 
review the building models, pho- 
tographs and drawings. The 
dinner and program will begin 
at 6:30 P.M. 


McElvenny Hastings 





Combining Lighting 
And Air Conditioning 


The Chicago Lighting Insti- 
tute in cooperation with the 
Chicago Chapter, AIA, and the 
Illinois Chapter of the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerat- 
ing, and Air Conditioning Engi- 
neers will conduct a conference 
on “Lighting and Air Condition- 





ing” Thursday, January 19th, 
1961, at 2:00 p.m. at the Light- 
ing Institute, 140 South Dear- 
born, Chicago. The basic topic 
for discussion will be the inte- 
gration of lighting and air con- 
ditioning in single units. 

The combination of these func- 
tions allows more expressive 
lighting design, and can result 
in greater efficiency and lower 
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costs, according to officials plan- 
ning the conference. At the 
session panelists will review 
methods of integration and will 
discuss specifically the air han- 
dling and lighting design prob- 
lems of such installations. Part 
of the time will be devoted to a 
report of user experience with 
mass installations. 

Carl E. Heimbrodt, AIA, will 
preside and panelists will in- 
clude: W. S. Fisher from Nela 
Park; Samuel R. Lewis; Richard 
Slauer, president of the Illumi- 
nating Engineering Society; 
Walter Netsch, AIA, Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill; and Robert 
King, of the Harris Trust and 
Savings Bank. A three dollar 
registration fee will be charged. 


Oriental Flavor for WAL 


Micheo Takahashi will focus 
the attention of the Women’s Ar- 
chitectural League on Japanese 
flower arranging at the League's 
January meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 11. Mr. 
Takahashi is affiliated with the 
Arai Feika in Tokyo and holds a 
“No. 1” license in flower arrang- 
ing. Presently he is a student at 
Garrett Biblical Institute. 

“Fete Charrette,” a benefit 
party to raise funds towards 
scholarship grants for students at 
the Navy Pier Division of the 
University of Illinois is being 
planned by the League. The 
Date: Friday, February 10, 1961; 
Place: “The Meadows” at Lake 
Meadows. Contributions to un- 
derwrite the cost of the party to 
assure the availability of the 
greatest possible scholarship 
fund have been requested in a 
direct investment in the future 
of the Architectural Profession 
and it is hoped that the Archi- 


tects will respond enthusias- 
tically. 


Central Illinois 
Comment Missing 


Mr. Edward L. Verkler’s sec- 
retary, Miss Glunn, advises us 
Mr. Verkler’s father died the 
weekend of November 11th. We 
extend our sympathy to him and 
forgive him for the absence of 
his interesting Comments from 
Central Illinois. 
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CONNECTORAIL’ 


The New Pipe Railing System: 
flush non-welded pipe railings for greatest economy! 


Connectorail is a complete new system of wrought aluminum pipe railing 
fittings. Assembly is easier, faster, without welds or exposed fasteners. 
Color matches perfectly after alumiliting. These accurately fitted parts 
are available from stock for 14%” and 142” Schedule 10 Light Wall 
Pipe to suit all common conditions and stair angles. Components are 
furnished with smooth mill finish or etched and alumilited as required. 


More than 8,000 items in stock. Request special bulletin on Connectorail 


and AIA award winning Catalog No. 8. Phones: Carlstadt, N. J., GEneva 8-4600; 
Philadelphia, MArket 7-7596; New York, OXford 5-2236. 


JULIUS BLUM & CO. INC., CARLSTADT, NEW JERSEY 
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Office Practice and Procedures 


Robert H. Keppner, AIA 


@ As a neophyte in committee 
work, I was impressed at my 
first meeting of the Chicago 
Chapter’s Office Practice and 
Procedures Committee, under 
chairmanship of Duane B. Rowe, 
AIA, held early this fall to out- 
line the committee’s work for the 
coming year. I was particularly 
impressed with the well bal- 
anced judgment and fairness of 
the committee members. I was 
awed at the complications in- 
volved in attempting to resolve 
seemingly simple problems in 
the matter of violation of pro- 
fessional ethics as set forth by 
the AIA. Rarely is there a defi- 
nite YES or NO decision. 

I found that in addition to the 
normal “Police” work (how un- 
popular do you want to be), a 
study of the Architect's position 
in small residential work, stock 
plans, advertising, and AIA poli- 
cies on ethics is anticipated. 
Further, specific action has been 
started regarding the Architects’ 
listings in the “Red Book,” sepa- 
rating the are from the are not, 
and a recommendation for sepa- 
rate AIA member listing in ad- 
dition to the individual listing is 
forthcoming. 

I left the meeting with a feel- 
ing that a re-evaluation of AIA 
precepts will inevitably be in- 
volved to meet the changing 
times, circumstances and_atti- 
tudes. 

Why should it be necessary 
to challenge AIA and FAIA 
members advertising in the spe- 
cial issue of the “New World” in 
violation of AIA standards? 
Aren't they familiar with the 
policy statement? 

POLICY STATEMENT OF THE A.ILA. 


DOCUMENT #1-103 
PAGE 9 — PAID ADVERTISING 
Paid advertising is any form of paid 
announcement or printed material in 
the public press or circulated indis- 
criminately by an architect to the pub- 
lic or a segment thereof intended to 
aid directly or indirectly in securing 





actual commissions for that architect, 
with the exception of brochures con- 
taining factual information concerning 
an architect’s work. Reprints made at 
the architect’s expense, or in his be- 
half, of items in the public press, an- 
nouncements, reports, analyses, de- 
scriptive data relating to the architect’s 
work shall not be considered to be 
paid advertising, provided that direct 
distribution by the architect is limited 
to persons with whom the architect 
has had previous professional or per- 
sonal contact. 


PAGE 23—GUIDE TO PERMISSIVE 
PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING FOR 
MEMBERS OF THE AIA 

May participate where an endorse- 
ment of the product by the individual 
Architect is not required—where the 
participation is not to the detriment of 
fellow Architects — where adtvertise- 
ments (or commercials) pay tribute to 
the profession. 

Photographs of architects may not 
be used in advertising materials except 
when special permission has been ob- 
tained from the Institute. May not pur- 
chase space (or time) in own interest 
or interest of the architectural firm. 

May not advertise by person or 
architectural firm in special editions or 
programs. 


In order to promote a better 
understanding among members 
as to this committee’s activities 
and operations, let me cite an 
example of a recent investiga- 
tion, in the “stock plan” field, 
and the results. I feel compelled 
to say, that the official AIA 
policy and attitude is the heart 
of the matter and not the indi- 
viduals or locale involved. 

Action was taken against the 
publishers (both being AIA 
members) of a “Stock Plan” 
magazine on the basis of the fol- 
lowing “Rules of the Board of 
Directors:” 


PLAN SERVICES 

DOCUMENT #1-102 — PAGE 10 

The American Institute of Architects 
is opposed to any device or practice 
which would militate against the op- 
portunity for the professional practi- 
tioner to exercise his training and 
ability to the fullest extent. The Amer- 





ican Institute of Architects is, there- 
fore, opposed to plan services, stock 
plans, or any attempt to market a 
professional service on a commercial 
basis. Such attempts or practices are 
not in the public interest as the public 
is thereby led to believe that an ade- 
quate professional architectural service 
is being rendered, whereas such is not 
the case. 


Some eight months later (the 
time element is mentioned here 
to show the slow tedious assem- 
bly of facts necessary, and not 
to deride anyone for lack of ac- 
tion) the Regional Director re- 
plied by quoting a resolution 
passed at the San Francisco 
meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors, April 15, 1960. 


RESOLVED, That the Secretary be 
requested to write a letter stating 
that the operation of a Small House 
Service Bureau has been previously 
cleared by the Board of Directors 
and that there exists no violation of 
the Standards of Professional Prac- 
tice. 114-B-4-60. 


The previous resolution re- 
ferred to above, was made dur- 
ing a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Institute in 
Washington, July 29-31, 1947 at: 
which time the same matter was 
“aired.” 


RESOLVED, That in the opinion of 
the Executive Committee an archi- 
tect preparing drawings and speci- 
fications for repetitive use either by 
public or private agents is not in 
violation of that portion of the 
Standards of Professional Practice 
which reads “An Architect shall not 
falsely or maliciously injure the pro- 
fessional reputation, prospects or 
business of a fellow architect.” 


In addition the Executive Di- 
rector (1947) makes the follow- 
ing comments: 


“This does not mean that the Execu- 
tive Committee endorses or approves 
the use of the architects’ plans and 
specifications for stock purposes under 
all circumstances, or even under most 
circumstances. It merely means that it 
believes a fair interpretation of the 
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Standards of Professional Practice is as 
stated in the resolution.” 


I’m sure Polonius could do no 
better! Are you left with the feel- 
ing that a man ticketed for 
speeding’ was released because 
he was not illegally parked? The 
point is, the AIA Policy State- 
ment flatly condemns stock plan 
operations, whereas the Resolu- 
tion selects a portion of the 
Mandatory Standards which was 
not violated. 

The publisher, in his defense, 
(if a defense is needed), makes 
his points and good ones too. I 
place them last to separate AIA 
policy versus AIA resolution 
from the problem and a credible 
approach to its solution. Here 
are the points regarding stock 
plans: 


1. This type of service is reaching 
a market not now served by the 
architectural profession. 

. There is a big demand for such 
service. 

. His stock plans offer a better 
service than others in the same 
field. 

. Customers are referred to local 
architects whenever possible. 


’ Further comments noted from other 
sources are as follows: 


5. Few architects are being hurt by 
this kind of operation in that 
buyers of plans would not pay 
for normal architectural services 
if the plan service was suddenly 
withdrawn. 

. The general quality of houses 
was raised by this type of opera- 
tion as compared to what it 
might be if more dependence 
had to be placed on builders and 
lumber yards. 

. This particular plan service as 
presented, tends to make the 
public more architect conscious. 


I feel that it is time for the 
AIA to assume a clearly defined 
policy on the matter of stock 
plans, encourage the high stand- 
ards generally associated with 
the Institute and project them 
into this field of operation. O 
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The Republic Building 


Ben Weese Chicago Heritage Committee 


@ The imminent destruction of 
the Republic Building brings up 
many questions which have not 
been discussed half enough. Mr. 
Carl Condit, the historian, has 
described this building in his 
book, “The Rise of the Sky- 
scraper,” as “one of the cleanest 
and sharpest of all Holabird and 
Roche’s designs” and recently 
raised some further points in a 
letter to the Chicago Sun-Times. 


The architectural values. It 
has been implied in the press 
statements that Home Federal— 
all of South State Street even— 
will have a boost in prestige with 
a new building. What in essence 
is this prestige? The fifty-six year 
old Republic, built in “Chicago’s 
own style,” a style which exists 
in no other city, will be lost for 
a building in a style that is 
momentarily in high fashion 
from coast to coast. 


HISTORY IS IMPORTANT 


Should not a building which 
has a history, which has won a 
world reputation and stood up 
under fifty-six years of profes- 
sional architectural criticism 
bring more prestige to the Loop 
than a building, however new 
and modern, built with the 
almost tacit understanding, these 
days, that it too can be de- 
stroyed, even in twenty years, to 
fit the image of some new 
owner? A deep-seated criticism 
of our recent skyscrapers is their 
increasing anonymity of style 
and expendability as structures. 


On preserving the rarer ones 
such as the Republic, Professor 
Caldwell of IIT recently re- 
marked, what will the Commu- 
nists think of the Capitalist sys- 
tem if they cannot or will not 
preserve the most powerful sym- 
bols of their eminent past suc- 
cesses? Worse than the Commu- 
nist opinion, if it exists, is what 





kind of legacy are we building in 
our culture for ourselves? 

In the case in point, a large 
insurance company has the op- 
portunity to promote obvious 
established values and up-date 
them with sensitivity, or it can 
promote the short term disposa- 
ble building theory of architec- 
ture, jeopardizing themselves, 
and if practiced widely enough, 
the Loop itself. 


The planning aspect. Why 
could not this building, or future 
buildings, be saved by declaring 
the Loop, as our vital center, an 
urban renewal area? Low build- 
ings predating the Chicago 
School can readily be seen on 
all sides of the Republic and on 
South State Street. These build- 
ings, if adjudged of minimal cul- 
tural value, could be declared in 
a deteriorated condition and re- 
moved. The two story tax paying 
structures could also be removed 
on a planned basis. Thus we 
would embark on a planned up- 
grading of the Loop. 


If one leaves poor structures 
and replaces the sturdiest one in 
a given area with a new build- 
ing, the value added, in the 
terms of urban renewal, is negli- 
gible, and the Loop is a loser in 
this process of unplanned clear- 
ance. Many cities, Philadelphia 
and Baltimore for example, have 
already declared their central 
districts as renewal areas. 

The problem is complicated 
and has many extenuating cir- 
cumstances, but this culture, 
which cannot build on its past 
successes, will be haunted by its 
own unending quest of the ever 
new. So it seems, by losing the 
Republic Building to “progress,” 
we may be standing still or even 
moving backwards. 

Discussion on the many pros 
and cons of this issue should be 
intense so that another building, 
at least, does not go down with- 
out a hearing. O 













One of the 1960 Award Winners; 
University of Chicago Law School de- 
signed by Eero Saarinen and Associ- 
ates and J. Lee Jones. 








@ The Chicago Chapter, Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects, and 
the Chicago Association of Com- 
merce and Industry, have an- 
nounced their 1961 Honor 
Awards Program. Now in its 
seventh year, this program has 
attracted nationwide attention 
as an outstanding event for 
bringing greater recognition to 
architectural achievements in 
Metropolitan Chicago. 

To encourage excellence in 
Architecture, in the Fine Arts, 
and in Construction Craftsman- 
ship, Honor Awards will be 
given in recognition of superior 
design and construction of build- 
ings completed since January 1, 
1956 in the Chicago Metropoli- 
tan Area. All buildings entered 
or recommended for considera- 
tion must be designed by Archi- 
tects practicing professionally 
and duly licensed in accordance 
with the registration laws of the 
State of Illinois. 

Entries may be submitted by 
any Architect or Architectural 
firm, building owner, contrac- 
tor, real estate organization, 
artist or craftsman. The program 
is open to buildings of all classi- 
fications. 

Separation of entries into these 
general building types will be 









made by the Honor Awards 
Committee: 1) Public buildings 
and monuments; 2) Institutional, 
including educational buildings, 
hospitals, churches; 3) Commer- 
cial buildings, 4) Industrial 
buildings; 5) Residential, includ- 
ing housing and apartment 
buildings and residences; 6) 
Miscellaneous other buildings; 
7) Rehabilitation and alterations 
to existing buildings; 8) Fine 
Arts in conjunction with a com- 
pleted building (e.g. sculpture, 
murals, etc.); and 9) Craftsman- 
ship in the building trades. En- 
tries previously submitted that 
did not receive an award in prior 
years’ judging are eligible for 
re-submission if built within the 
time limitations, January 1, 1956 
through December 31, 1960. 
Requirements for entry are 
quite simple. All that is needed 
is a letter of transmittal accom- 
panied by a minimum of three 
photographs showing two ex- 
terior views of the building and 
one interior view. Photographs 
must be at least 8 x 10 inches in 
size and may be either glossy or 
matte finish. Such additional ex- 
hibits may be submitted as the 
entrant believes necessary to 
properly and fully present his 
entry. A small scale plan of the 













1961 
HONOR 
AWARDS 
PROGRAM 


building and/or a plot plan will 
be of aid to the Jury. Working 
drawings and blue-prints are not 
acceptable. The following infor- 
mation must be affixed to the 
reverse side of exhibit items: 

1. Correct name or title of 
building. 

2. Complete address of build- 
ing. 

38. Complete and correct 
name of the Owner. 

4. Complete and correct 
name of the General Con- 
tractor, if there is one. 

5. Complete and correct 
name of the Architectural 
Firm who designed the 
building. 

The entries will be judged 
and award winners will be se- 
lected by the 1961 Honor Awards 
Jury. This five-man jury will 
consist of three architects, one of 
whom will be appointed chair- 
man, and two representatives 
from the fields of commerce and 
industry. The three architects 
will be prominent members of 
the American Institute of Archi- 
tects. The other two members of 
the Jury will be selected by the 
Chicago Association of Com- 
merce and Industry. One of these 
men will have special knowledge 
of building design, construction 
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or management. The Jury will 
visit buildings it considers suf- 
ficiently meritorious before final 
decisions are made. 

Awards will be presented at 
the Honor Awards Luncheon to 
be held in the Terrace Casino 
of the Morrison Hotel on Thurs- 
day, April 13, 1961. Honor Award 
winners will be privately noti- 
fied in advance of the presenta- 
tion and shall prepare enlarged 
mounted photographs on 40 x 40 
inch mounts, not more than two 
mounts per building. These ex- 
hibits will be displayed at the 
Honor Awards Luncheon and as 
a traveling exhibit for a 60-to-90 
day period following the presen- 
tation. In addition to such ex- 
hibit and related publicity, the 
Honor Award winners will be 
featured in the May 1961 issue 
of COMMERCE, the official 
publication of the Chicago Asso- 
ciation of Commerce and Indus- 
try. Architect, owner, and 
builder each will receive an 
award for an Honor Award win- 
ning building. An Honor Award 
Certificate will be presented to 
the Architect. The Owner will 
receive an Honor Award Bronze 
Plaque, and an Honor Award 
Certificate will be presented to 
the General Contractor. 

Entries will be received on or 
before January 7, 1961. All sub- 
missions should be addressed to: 


John R. Fugard, Jr., AIA 
Chairman 

Honor Awards Committee 
Chicago Chapter 

American Institute Architects 
221 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago 1, Illinois 


Whether or not entries are 
submitted, the Honor Award 
Committee solicits and will ap- 
preciate nominations of archi- 
tectural design, related fine art 
or craftsmanship which you re- 
gard as being particularly 
worthy of recognition. Such rec- 
ommendations will help to 
assure that deserving projects 
will not be overlooked. O 
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Group Retirement Program 


a summary of a plan proposed 
for the Chicago Chapter, AIA 


by Paul H. Robinson, Jr. 


Group retirement and disability in- 
surance is a subject of interest to any 
group of professional men. The Board 
of Directors of the Chicago Chapter, 
AIA, have invited Mr. Paul H. Robin- 
son, Jr., a group pension consultant, 
to prepare this article for INLAND 
ARCHITECT to give AIA members in 
this state a broad view of a group plan 
and how a plan may Le utilized by 
architects. 

Mr. Robinson is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois and was a mana- 
ger for the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society before becoming a group pen- 
sion consultant representing the Con- 
tinental Assurance Company. 


m™ The board of directors of the 
Chicago Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects is con- 
ducting an enrollment study to 
offer each member a basic retire- 
ment and disability plan. In order 
to find if such a plan is feasible, 
information will be sent to the 
membership to determine the 
number of participants interested 
in such a plan. The board 
investigation to date indicates 
that when a plan of this nature 
is written on a group basis, cer- 
tain features unobtainable by an 
individual purchaser, and certain 
tax advantages are made avail- 
able to the participating mem- 
ber. 

The Board believes that the 
addition of a retirement plan to 
the advantages of membership 
would greatly assist the archi- 
tect in the systematic saving 
necessary to accumulate the 
capital required in later years. 
It has long been recognized that 
social security alone falls far 
short of providing the basic re- 
tirement needs. This plan is 
geared to supplement social se- 
curity so as to make it possible 









for the member architect to 
bring his retirement planning up 
to date. 

The disability income provi- 
sion has been included so as to 
prevent the sizable and often 
disastrous losses in income that 
occur when an architect is un- 
able to carry on in his profession 
as a result of sickness or acci- 
dent. This income may be paid 
out over a period of from 3 to 
20 years, as specified by the 
architect at the time of disa- 
bility. In addition, in the event 
of death, a minimum insurance 
death benefit of $10,000.00 will 
be payable to the subscriber’s 
family. 

Members who are associated 
with architectural firms, as well 
as those who are self employed, 
will now have the opportunity 
to add to their retirement sav- 
ings and estate value at very 
favorable rates and at a consid- 
erable tax advantage, as will be 
shown below. If the proposed 
Keogh legislation ever becomes 
law, self employed members 
may enjoy the deduction of de- 
posits made under this plan in 
accordance with the provisions 
of the enacted bill. 

Basically the principal advan- 
tages of the plan are as follows: 


1. A guaranteed life income of 
at least $100.00 a month at re- 
tirement that can never be out- 
lived. This basic amount of re- 
tirement income also includes a 
$10,000 disability and death 
benefit. The usual retirement age 
is 65; however, this plan is flexi- 
ble to include retirement at age 
60, 65 and 70, as specified by the 
individual. Members in good 
standing may enroll in the plan 
up to and including age 65. The 
full range of retirement options 
are available just as they would 
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be if a higher cost individual 
retirement policy were pur- 
chased. This plan has recently 
been expanded so that additional 
amounts of up to $500 a month, 
with up to a $50,000 disability 
and death benefit, may be sub- 
scribed for. 

2. A disability income benefit 
that will guarantee income pro- 
tection should a member be- 
come disabled through sickness 
or accident. The basic amount 
as mentioned above is $10,000 for 
a $100 a month retirement con- 
tract. He may then take $10,000 
over a period of from 3 to 20 
years, as his situation demands. 
Similarly, if he dies, his family 
would receive the $10,000 or the 
cash value of the contract, 
whichever is higher. The maxi- 
mum available, as with a $500 
per month retirement contract, 
would include a $50,000 disa- 
bility and death benefit. 


8. A special low group rate is 
available under this contract be- 
cause a large group is being 
serviced. This rate is at least 
10% less, depending on the age 
at which it is taken out, than 
those obtainable on an indi- 
vidual basis. 

It is important to point out 
here that a member may receive 
the $10,000 insurance death 
benefit regardless of his health 
or prior medical history, pro- 
_ vided he is not over age 60. No 
medical examination is required 
to qualify. An architect who is 
uninsurable or who must pay 
additional premiums to purchase 
insurance receives the same low 
rate as all other members. This 
has proven to be a great benefit 
to other professional men cov- 
ered under this plan. 


TAX ADVANTAGES 


The 1954 Revenue Code com- 
pletely changed the method of 
taxing retirement income result- 
ing from insured retirement in- 
come contracts in which the 
insured has elected to receive a 
life income. This change repre- 
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sents one of the very few in- 
stances in the past thirty years 
where a tax liberalization has 
been achieved. 

The best way to illustrate the 
tax advantages inherent in this 
plan is to use an example. 

Assume a married architect, 
now age 65, who has enrolled 
in the Chicago Chapter’s Re- 
tirement Plan. For purposes of 
simplicity, also assume he has 
taken the maximum of $500 a 
month retirement at age 65 and 
that his other investments will 
provide an annuity income of an 
additional $180 a month.* 





more group retirement plans in 
force than any other life insur- 
ance company in America, and 
is a specialist in the pension and 
retirement field. Together with 
the Continental Casualty Com- 
pany, over 500 professional asso- 
ciations are insured by the Con- 
tinental Companies. 

This plan “participates” in the 
expense and mortality savings 
and interest earnings of the Con- 
tinental. Dividends that are de- 
clared will be allocated to the 
Chicago Chapter and will be 
accumulated at interest for the 
participating members. The Re- 





A. Total Annual Income at age 65 


Combined Social Security (Husband and Wife) ** 
AIA Retirement Income ($500 x 12) 
Other Retirement Income ($180 x 12) 


Total Annual Income 


Income Subject to Tax. 


The Social Security is, of course, not subject to tax. 
The total retirement annuity income of $8,160 ( $6,000 
plus $2,160) is, in this example, taxable at $2,537.76 
under the 1954 Revenue Code. Therefore: 


Income Subject to Tax: 


Total Taxable Retirement Income 


Less: Double Exemption for Architect 
and his wife, age 65 ($600 x 4) 


Total Taxable Income 
Income Tax Payable 


* Basic figures are taken from “Retirement Dollars for Professional People” published by The 


Research and Review Service, Inc. 


** This amount will vary slightly with respect to the wife’s age and changes in the benefits. 





As an additional advantage, 
the existance of the Retirement 
and Disability Plan with the 
other investments means that the 
architect need not practice after 
age 65, thus eliminating the pos- 
sibility of forfeiting the $1,953.60 
a year in tax-free Social Security 
retirement benefits. 

The underwriting company 
proposed is the Continental 
Assurance Company of Chicago, 
Illinois. The Continental has 





tirement and Disability Contract 
is wholly the individual’s asset 
and is owned by him for his 
benefit. 

This type of plan represents an 
opportunity, which most archi- 
tects would not otherwise have, 
to plan for their future. Full de- 
tails for enrolling in the Retire- 
ment and Disability Plan will be 
sent to each member of the 
Chicago Chapter within the 
month. O 
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by Richard G. Lundgoot, AIA 


@ Seymour Rosofsky was visited 
at Lexington Gallery on the Uni- 
versity of Chicago campus dur- 
ing the run of his one-man show 
there in October. Forty-three 
oils, water-colors, and drawings 
were on exhibit, representing 
the range and type of work 
which characterize the artist’s 
approach to art. 

Rosofsky is a warm and per- 
sonable young Chicago artist 
who is intensely devoted to art 
and the development of his own 
individual approach. The per- 
ceptive, sensitive quality of the 
serious and dedicated artist 
dominates his personality. He is 
eager to communicate with peo- 
ple by means of his art and to 
make more people acquainted 
with his work. He made every 
effort to provide this writer with 
as much information about him- 
self and his work as he could. 

A product of the University 
of Chicago and the Art Institute 
of Chicago, where he received 
his MFA in 1950, he has ex- 
hibited in many galleries and 
museums all over the country. 
These include the Art Institute 
of Chicago and the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York. He 
received a Fulbright Scholarship 
to Rome in 1958 and exhibited 
in Rome and Naples. Other 
prizes and awards he has won 
are first prize in a print and 
drawing show sponsored by the 
National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews and a first pur- 
chase prize of the Exhibition 
Spectrum in Skokie. He is at 
present teaching at Wright Jun- 
ior College and at the Old Town 
Art Center in Chicago. Some of 
his paintings are included in the 
Joseph Randall Shapiro collec- 
tion. 

After our preliminary discus- 
sion, Rosofsky joined a class in 
back of the gallery to sketch 
from a model while I looked at 
the exhibit and formed first im- 
pressions. Generally, the quality 
of the work struck me as excel- 
lent, the technique disciplined, 
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Inland Art — SEYMOUR ROSOFSKY 


This is the first in a series of articles 
about Chicago artists currently ex- 
hibiting in galleries and museums 
around the city and suburbs. 


and the subject matter human. 
Most of his work is expression- 
istic. 

He joined me presently to dis- 
cuss specific paintings, tech- 
niques, and his general philoso- 
phy of art. He is an artist who 
develops his paintings through a 
succession of studies. Beginning 
with an idea, he defines it 
through a series of water color 


Rosofsky’s “The Psychiatrist” 


sketches, and then after the form 
has been found, he begins paint- 
ing in oil. He will often also do 
several oils in the same theme. 
The result is an intellectual, dis- 
ciplined, worked-out painting, 
emotional, but controlled. He is 
not at his best when he acts on 
impulse. 

The first painting we dis- 
cussed was “Cavallini.” This 
portrays children riding in toy 
horse-and-cart vehicles which 
are found in parks in Rome. It is 
predominately red in color, sug- 
gesting a carnival atmosphere, 
with lines and ovals of white 
almost covering the painting to 
give movement of the carts and 
depth to the painting. 

Rosofsky has worked out three 


solutions for his “Blind Men in 












the Park.” One shows a single 
man seated on a park bench with 
head bent down, the other two 
portray them walking, groping 
with canes. One of the latter is 
red, the other two are primarily 
gray and brown. All of them 
express well the artist’s compas- 
sionate nature. In the best of this 
group, three men are shown 
walking away from the viewer. 
It is gray and brown in color, 
contributing to the feeling of de- 
pression, and lines are used, both 
to give the painting space and 
activity and to indicate the des- 
perate web of hopelessness and 
spiritual poverty in which these 
men find themselves. 

In “Psychiatrist,” Rosofsky por- 
trays a long, thin figure facing 
the viewer across a table, the 
perspective of which is exagger- 
ated. The dominant colors are 
red and yellow, and this one 
seems more ornamented than the 
others. Rosofsky said that this 
painting seems to bring out more 
individual interpretations in the 
viewers than his other works. 

Rosofsky is concerned with 
being completely himself in his 
approach to art, rather than in 
conforming to a particular school 
of thought. He is completely 
subjective, personal, and indi- 
vidual in techniques and choice 
of subject matter. His person- 
ality seems to come through all 
of his paintings—his tolerance, 
compassion, and interest in hu- 
manity. He says he tries to pick 
out the enduring things in life, 
the things which have dignity, 
and to link them with emotion. 

Rosofsky’s work can be seen 
at any time at the Superior Street 
Gallery in Chicago. He will be 
exhibited at the American Show 
at the Art Institute in January, 
and will have a one-man draw- 
ing show there in late spring. In 
December, he will have a one- 
man show at the Park Forest Art 
Center’s Little Gallery, and in 
January or February, the Black- 
hawk Restaurant in Chicago will 
exhibit his work. 





by Louis E. Fideler, AIA 


The election’s now over, we 
are closing ranks behind our 
leaders and looking ahead to 
“new frontiers.” These frontiers 
promise a brighter future for all, 
physically, socially and econom- 
ically. But the road will not be 
an easy one. It will require sac- 
rifices from all citizens, may 
mean higher taxation and more 
governmental control, and will 
demand a maximum of tolerance 
and understanding between our 
wide divergence of races and 
creeds within the United States. 

The building industry has in- 
creased 400% since World War 
II, reaching the point of being 
our number one industry, con- 
tributing substantially to our 
Gross National Product. With 
this growth, stimulated by sup- 
ply and demand, have come 
many chaotic conditions. Archi- 
tects, engineers, contractors, 
building product manufacturers, 
suppliers, building tradesmen, 
and workmen, have all suffered 
from growing pains. With more 
work than they can handle, they 
have become selfish, indepen- 
dent and complacent. Our ranks 
have swollen and in the process 
have absorbed many opportun- 
ists and misfits. 

Competition has been keen, 
shrewd and even sometimes un- 
derhanded. Costs have also been 
soaring in the material field, and 
even more so in the cost of labor. 
The labor unions are enjoying 
the highest wage scale in his- 
tory. This condition is a result of 
their ability to organize and act 
as a well knit group. All of this 
leads to higher construction 
costs, the deflation of the build- 
ing dollar and eventual stagna- 
tion. This adjustment period we 
are now in is the period of stag- 
nation. I think it is a healthy 
period, though, and will lead to 
a more stable economy. 

Recently I have talked with 
architects, building contractors 
and material suppliers who have 
been riding the gravy train of 
the post-war building boom. 
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Sure, some of them have fostered 
growth, a reputation and sub- 
stantial profits, but more recently 
many of them have gone bank- 
rupt. This has been due to fewer 
customers as our supply fills de- 
mand, increased costs of wages 
and materials, and greater and 
keener competition among them- 
selves. A point is reached where 
the margin of profit is cut so 
thin the incentive is lost, and 
the reserve in the firm is not 
sufficient to ride out the business 
slump waiting better times. 

Bib business is prepared to 
adjust to this slump, but the 
small business man is not. He 
closes his doors and goes back 
to work for his surviving com- 
petitor. I suppose this situation 
is a product of our times, but 
the wise fellow will adjust him- 
self to it, and if he is flexible 
enough he will find a new notch 
where he can survive. If he is 
inflexible, he joins the ranks of 
the unemployed or turns to the 
fatherly protection of a job with 
big business, and waits for bet- 
ter times. 

Recent bids on construction 
contracts have indicated this 
stabilizing force. Contractors are 
becoming less independent, and 
more and more solicitous of new 
business. Their bids also reflect 
a lower profit margin, but a fair 
one. I am hoping that this fosters 
“a days work for a days pay” 
among the workmen, and elimi- 
nates the costly feather bedding 
that now exists in some of the 
unions. 

Yes, it is quite evident that 
the days of riding the gravy train 
are rapidly drawing to a close. 
In the “sixties” that lie ahead 
there are certain trends that will 
prevail. 


1. Keen competition for the 
consumer’s dollar. 

2. Close competitive: bidding 
among contractors. 

3. Better and more efficient 
building practices that will re- 
duce on the ‘site labor. 





4. Faster work because of this 
increased efficiency. 

5. More use of pre-built and 
pre-assembled and pre-stressed 
building materials. 

6. An extensive use of plastics 
and synthetic building compo- 
nents that are lighter in weight 
and pre-finished. 

7. A stable building cost fac- 
tor because of the accumulation 
of the above. 

8. Aesthetically better looking 
buildings as the younger genera- 
tion begins to creep into the pro- 
fession. These lads have no ties 
with the past, and their vision is 
fresh. 

We ourselves as architects 
must adjust to the times. We 
must look beyond our ivory tow- 
ers, and step down to earth. We 
must emerge from the seclusion 
of our offices and merchandise 
our profession, creating among 
the masses of the people a de- 
sire for better architecture. And 
very important, we must use our 
imaginations to design more suit- 
able buildings at lower costs, or 
we will find our profession being 
replaced by the packaged dealer. 

We must learn something 
about finance, about real estate, 
and about tax problems. We 
must design with wider and 
deeper vision—not just isolated 
buildings, but buildings meant 
to be part of an eventual whole. 
Our cities and suburbs are an 
environment of many buildings. 
This over all planning is our 
total environment. It is inte- 
grated community design. 

We as architects must learn 
to work as a group. As a whole 
we are rank individualists and 
we must not lose this at any 


cost. We must, however, become | 


more intimately entwined. Work- 


ing together competitively, we 
can design an America that will 
be physically better in appear- 


ance and psychologically more 


healthy because of the improved. 





environment, as we soar through 


the “sixties” to presently unimag-! 


ined frontiers of the future. 
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AIA 


Comment 


a column about AIA Chicago Chapter 
matters and members by R. Rea 
Esgar, AIA. 


I learned something a short 
time ago about us architects and 
engineers and it wasn’t exactly 
complimentary, but here it-is. I 
was wondering why our testing 
laboratories making fire tests of 
building components didn’t in- 
vite a group of us professionals 
each time to witness the tests 
some of which can be, at times, 
spectacular. I thought we would 
be impressed by the durability 
of our materials, the toughness 
of the tests, and that our general 
all-a-round understanding of the 
problems involved would be aug- 
mented by this testing experi- 
ence. I was right as far as the 
thinking went but apparently I 
didn’t go far enough. 


O 


I was told that for the research 
man to get the most from a test, 
it should continue far beyond 
the 1 to 4 hours required by a 
code and the load systematically 
increased until failure. Then our 
experts can analyze the reasons 
for failure and the behavior of 
the various materials under the 
excess heat, time “and loading, 
_and learn infinitely more than if 
the test stopped at the required 
hour spelled out in the codes. I 
was told that having witnessed 
such a test we would carry 
away an image of failure since 
the failure was more impressive 
than the successful performance. 
We would then associate this 
failure with the material being 
tested to the detriment of a sat- 
isfactory product. 

O 


To see a beam loaded to its 
design capacity and successfully 
withstand a loading test cer- 
tainly is not as impressive as 
seeing the load increased to fail- 
ure, but aren’t we mature enough 





in our judgment to differentiate 
between a successful structural 
element and a “successful” fail- 
ure under extreme laboratory 
conditions. I think we are, but I 
must also admit that unless we 
are familiar with these “success- 
ful” failures we will carry away 
with us the “image of failure” 
and be unconsciously influenced 
by them. This influence, how- 
ever, could be good or bad de- 
pending on the individual and 
the use in question. 


O 


I was told that many think it 
was a mistake to publish pictures 
of a prestressed concrete beam 
under 5 or 6 times design load- 
ing, deflecting several feet with- 
out breaking. The viewer was 
impressed more by the deflection 
than by the loading and retained 
a mental picture of a prestressed 
beam sagging beyond all useful- 
ness. 

In the film shown at our Octo- 
ber meeting we saw an un-rein- 
forced concrete plank snap 
quickly under small load and a 
similar sized prestressed plank 
hold up a very respectable load 
of men arranged along its length. 
We were not shown this same 
plank under extreme loading, de- 
flecting to a point beyond usa- 
bility. This would have been 
entertaining but would have 
shown characteristics of the ma- 
terial under conditions which we 
will never use in our structures. 


O 


The point to all of this is that 
the sales engineer, the motiva- 
tional analyst and the psycholo- 
gist are going to filter the infor- 
mation available and give us the 
information they think we 
should have. Here I must pro- 
test! We must be given all the 
information and our engineers 
must make their own independ- 
ent analyses. It is the duty of 
the manufacturer, or fabricator, 
or testing company to point out 
the extreme conditions or exces- 
sive test procedures and to also 
give us all the information. Their 
function is not censorship of 
basic information. 

If a satisfactory product has 
been “hurt” by unwise publicity 





I don’t think it has been the ar- 
chitects and engineers who have 
done it. This unsatisfactory im- 
age affects the judgment of the 
partly informed and the incom- 
petent, certainly not us! 
O 
Prestressed concrete units re- 
quire greater protection than 
ordinary reinforced concrete be- 
cause they use a higher stress 
for the steel. In fact we use a 
different steel, a high strength 
steel whose working stress can 
be as high as 120,000 pounds per 
square inch compared to the 
20,000 pounds for ordinary steel. 
We are introducing a tensile 
stress in the high strength steel 
before any load is applied so we 
start with a higher stress. In 
general terms, since deflection is 
proportional to stress we need 
greater protection to keep the 
strength of the steel high. A 
10% loss for the high strength 
steel can be 12,000 pounds com- 
pared to a negligible 2,000 
pounds for the ordinary steel. 
Oo 
Still in a very general way, we 
use fewer bars or cables in pre- 
stressed elements so our “eggs” 
are in fewer “baskets” and 
greater prudence and judgment 
is indicated. All of this makes a 
more efficient use of the con- 
crete. With prestressing the con- 
crete which was previously used 
only to keep the bars at their 
proper distance is now used in 
compression resulting in smaller 
sections because of both the 
more efficient use of concrete 
and the fewer strands of rein- 
forcement. This smaller section 
is one more reason for greater 
protection of the steel. Along 
with this more or less theoretical 
economy goes the distinct ad- 
vantage of longer spans for 
similar depths of members. All 
in all this prestressed develop- 
ment promises to be another step 
in lowering the cost of better 
structures. 
O 
One big problem must be 
solved by the manufacturers be- 
fore their products are accepta- 
ble to us. They must maintain 
strict quality control. I saw lately 
double-tee members being in- 
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stalled for a floor where no two 
seemed to be the same size re- 
sulting in poor alignment both 
top and bottom. This job was 
undoubtedly structurally sound 
but appeared too sloppy to in- 
spire my confidence, it was 
“architecturally” unsatisfactory. 
The fabricators seems to be do- 
ing a creditable job of industry 
organization and perhaps regu- 
lation, but the human element is 
still a major factor in their proc- 
esses and we must insist on 
constant vigilance for uniform 
quality. I can only hope that we 
are never called on to determine 
responsibility in any future cases 
involving unsatisfactory perform- 
ance of these structural mem- 
bers. The possibility is present, 
however, and serves to point up 
the necessity of our unwavering 
insistence on proper design and 
quality control. 


O 


The new year approaches and 
with it the time when the eleven 
Chairmen of the Council Com- 





mittees will meet and select four 
corporate members who, with 
the two second year Directors 
and one AAI delegate or officer, 
form the seven-member nomi- 
nating committee for your Chi- 
cago Chapter. Their nominations 
for the Chapter offices must be 
made and mailed to members 
before April 1st and so the com- 
mittee itself must be determined 
by February Ist. The nominat- 
ing. committee can propose more 
than one nominee for any or all 
offices if it so chooses. 

Between April Ist and the 
regular May meeting candidates 
for office can be nominated by 
petitions signed by 5% of the 
active membership as of April 
Ist. Thirty to thirty-five signa- 
tures will be required. 

When there are more than one 
nominee for an office the entire 
slate must again be mailed to 
the membership at least 12 days 
before the annual June meeting 
and the election must be by 
secret ballot. 


O 














This procedural stuff is pretty 
dry but the built-in provision for 
the nomination of officers by the 
petition of members is impor- 
tant. This is our safe guard that 
the Chicago Chapter affairs can- 
not be “taken over” by any 
clique or other organization un- 
less we, the members, allow it. 
Democratic process is useless if 
we forget its existence. Remem- 
ber, when voting time comes 
that you can vote at the Chapter 
Office during the day of the 
Annual Meeting or at the Annual 
Meeting itself, or by absentee 
ballot requested in advance. 
There is no voting by proxy at 
Chicago Chapter meeting. 


0 


Along with the best wishes for 
a successful New Year let us re- 
mind you again of the Women’s 
Architectural League Benefit 
(WAL) in February. This will 
be the occasion for a good time 
for a good cause, the WAL 
ladies are to be congratulated, 
let’s cooperate and have fun! 
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GRASER LUMBER SALES CO. 


3540 Martens Street ¢° Franklin Park, Ill. 


Write for our free colored brochure 


SOLID HARDWOOD 
PLANK PANELING 


Graser Paneling is not a plywood 
veneer panel, but solid planks of 
individual boards. 


The solid boards are divided from 
each other with deep grooves secur- 
ing for each board its own separate 


In addition, Graser Paneling requires 
no subwall, as it provides its own 
support. 


For a custom look, use Graser trim 
in matching hardwoods. 


Available in 
¢Wormy Chestnut °¢ Charcoal Walnut 
¢ Creamy Ash 
¢ Plus Many Others 












* Tawny Butternut 
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From the Ground Up 


by Bill Baime, AIA, Chairman, Public Relations Committee 


Kind of looks like the title of 
the column really applies to the 
activities of the month of Octo- 
ber. The Chicago Chapter and 
its members played the role of 
host to not one, but three differ- 
ent and distinct visiting groups 
of architects, contractors, and 
medical administrators from 
Europe! 

It seems as though an old les- 
son that I learned back in the 
days of World War II was 
brought home again; people are 
the same the world over, and 
where the common ground of 
professional accomplishment and 
knowledge is in the foreground, 
the language and custom barrier 
seem to drift into the back- 
ground. Our guests in the Windy 
City probably left us with a bet- 
ter understanding of the prob- 
lems that they, our counterparts, 
in their own country face than 
they may have realized at the 
time. It has been quite an ex- 
perience. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


On Tuesday, October 18th, the 
Chicago Chapter was host at a 
luncheon given for a visiting 
delegation of United Kingdom 
Hospital Administrators, Archi- 
tects and Engineers at the Wrig- 





ley Building Restaurant. Mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors, 
Committee Chairmen, and some 
of the architects engaged in hos- 
pital design were invited to 
represent our chapter. 

It’s interesting to note that 
this particular group was rather 
amazed at the way in which our 
buildings go up. Here we design 
and build on an “integral” basis 
wherein the major trades are at 
work within a building simul- 
taneously; apparently in the 
United Kingdom each of the 
major trades complete a phase 
of their work before another 
trade starts on the job; e.g.: the 
structural frame will be com- 
pleted before the mechanical 
trade starts. This, when calcu- 
lated out means that for com- 
parable size and complexity of 
building, the construction time 
in the United Kingdom would be 
about two to three times the 
construction completion sched- 
ule here in the States. 

Another interesting point was 
that although hospital “moderni- 
zation” in the way of facilities 
and equipment has been in con- 
tinuous progress, no new edifices 
have come out of the ground 
since the end of World War II 
(perhaps I should add—“no new 
MAJOR hospitals” ). 


Foreign visitors and chapter members and guests at luncheon for United Kingdom 
Group at Wrigley Building Restaurant. 





FINLAND 


Len Waymen, who really de- 
serves a pat on the back for his 
efforts, acted as host to a group 
of Finnish contractors that were 
in Chicago. Len, on his own, 
contacted various individuals 
and organizations, and con- 
ducted the tour with his usual 
competence on the construction 
and building aspects of interest 
to the Finnish builders. Ernest 
Knuti, Finnish Counsel, I’m told 
by Len, very considerately 
assisted and partook in the tour 
arrangements for the Finnish 
Group. 


SWEDEN 


This group, which was proba- 
bly the largest that the Chicago 
Chapter played host to, (65 in 
all) was in town from Saturday, 
October 22nd to Wednesday 
morning, October 26th. After the 
initial stages of introduction 
were over, and perhaps due to 
the length of time that we were 
together, I seemed to sense a 
strong feeling of comradeship 
between the members of this 
group and the Chapter commit- 
tee hosts. Their response to our 
architecture in general was one 
of surprise. Surprise both to the 
quantity of production in new 
construction and the variety of 
architectural design. 

Seems as though I owe Walter 
and Betty Sobel a printed apol- 
ogy, so here it is. We stopped 
at their house (one of Frank 
Lloyd Wright's Prairie Houses) 
—which wasn’t on the tour 
schedule until about three min- 
utes prior to our being there— 
and as architects, their enthusi- 
asm could hardly be contained. 
Even on such short notice, 
Walter and Betty very graciously 
allowed the visiting architects 
and their wives to “tour” the 
house. You never saw so many 
camera angles in your life! Up- 
stairs, downstairs, at the garage, 
by the garage, on the ground, off 
the ground . . . at any rate, it 
was probably an unforgettable 
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FULL COLOR PAINTINGS 


Architects Also Black & White 
| Up- Suitable for Newspapers 
Cit” Immediate Delivery 
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OLD ORCHARD SHOPPING CENTER 
LOEBL, SCHLOSSMAN & BENNETT 


410 N. MICHIGAN AVE. CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS SUperior 7-1126 
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but all applicants should be in 
approximately the upper ten per- 
cent of their graduating class. 
Applications for these fellow- 
ships and assistantships are due 
on February 15, 1961. 

For additional information and 
application forms, write to Pro- 
fessor Alan K. Laing, Depart- 
ment of Architecture, University 
of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. 


Men On The Go 

Zay Smith, AIA, member and 
past officer of the Chicago Chap- 
ter, has been named Chairman 
of the Palos Park Plan Commis- 
sion. He was a charter member 





of this commission and _ has 
served as its Secretary since its 
inception four years ago. In 
addition to work at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago relating to Metro- 
politan Chicago, Mr. Smith is 
presently engaged in an analysis 
of development potentials for the 
southwest suburban area of Met- 
ropolitan Chicago. 


Women’s Architectural 
League 

The Arts Club was the setting 
for the December meeting of the 
Chapter. A chalk talk, “The Joys 
of Painting,” was given by Miss 
Margaret Gardner, Art Institute 





DOUBLE AUTOCLAVE CAPACITY 





To double the capacity of IB’s Broadview Plant, two new autoclaves are being installed to meet 


your steadily-increasing d ds for 





high pressure, steam-cured block. Superior perform- 


ance of IB “preshrunk” block is established by more than 25,000,000 such units in use in trouble- 


free walls of many different types. 


Here are some significant facts on autoclaves and this newest technique in block manufacture in 
which Illinois Brick has invested more than $1,500,000.00: : 


each autoclave is 125 feet long—10 feet in diameter—weighs 90 tons. 


operational pressure (on door) 850 tons 


shal, 








ad laving makes p 
26# per 8” unit. 


lled curing cycle. 


an ASTM Grade A Block that is truly lightweight — 


™ block are drier in eight hours than after 28 days of ordinary curing. 


/ 9 autoclaves give IB largest capacity in any market for producing block 


worthy of your finest projects. 


AUTOCLAVED BLOCK SAMPLES, DATA MANUAL AND “LIST OF JOBS YOU CAN SEE” 
ARE AS CLOSE AS YOUR PHONE... FR 2-8727. 


ee a 
Libnou Duck COMPANY 


228 NORTH LASALLE STREET * CHICAGO 





Graduate and now director of 
her own Art School. 

In Miss Gardner's chalk talk: 
she asks a guest to doodle a bit 
on a large clean piece of paper. 
Miss Gardner than transforms 
the doodle into a sketch which 
will portray the guest and her | 
talents and hobbies. Let's face it, 
there was a bit of sleuthing be- | 
fore hand so she could have the} 
correct dope for her “artistic | 
crystal ball.” Some of the candi- | 
dates for this revealing expose 
were Catherine Manning, Addie 
Metz, June West, Shirley Rowe, 
Edna Plank, Gloria Henick, Mar- 
jorie Bachman, Barbara McLaren 
and Susan Bennett. We wonder | 
if Miss Gardner would dare 
tackle the men—and would the 
men dare to submit? ] 

Tuesday, November 15th the 
Women’s Architectural League 
met at The International Miner- | 
als and Chemicals building in’ 
Skokie, Illinois for a tour of the™ 
building. 

About 40 women, wives of 
architects, and guests, assembled 7 
to see a movie of the products, 
practices, and research program 
of the company. The group then 
adjourned to the dining room ‘ 
where, after lunch, they were 7 
addressed briefly by Mr. William 
Doemland, Project Designer of 
the IMC building, for Perkins 
and Will, Chicago. 

Mr. Doemland told of some of 
the problems which confronted 
his firm in the design as well as 
other considerations. Executive 
offices were done in colors and 
materials pleasing to the men 
who were to occupy them. The 
exterior planting and cementing, 
lighting was designed to corre- 
late with the surrounding IMC 
buildings. Even ceilings on the 
fifth floor were planned to be 
seen from the ground. Mr. Doem- 
land said that his firm had been 
given several awards from differ- 
ent parts of the country for the 
general excellence of the build- 
ings, and that good design need 
not be the result of unlimited 
funds. 

Mr. Frank J. Tracy, of the 
IMC Public Relations staff and 
Mr. Doemland accompanied the 
ladies on their tour. The Board 
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FLEXICORE 
PRECAST 
STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM 
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Economical, Firesafe, Concrete Construction .. . 


Flexicore floor and roof slabs, with precast columns and 
beams, keeps building cost low. 

Weather delays eliminated — Flexicore roof slabs can be 
installed within 30 days from start of construction. 


FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR NEAREST REPRESENTATIVE 


Calumet 


FLEXICORE CORP. 
BOX 539 
EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA 
Phones: 
East Chicago: EXport 8-0940 
Gary: TUrner 6-9210 
Chicago: ESsex 5-8011 


pemericau-WMarctetta 
COMPANY 
Concrete Products Division 
9301 GRAND AVENUE 
FRANKLIN PARK, ILLINOIS 
Phone Gladstone 1-1610 
NAtional 5-7535 


CNA 











of Directors room, the executive 
offices on the fourth and fifth 
floors, and the IBM room on the 
first floor, as well as the executive 
dining room were visited. Of par- 
ticular interest were the hand- 
some works of art, sculpture that 
adorned the walls, halls and 
offices. We were told that the 
company maintains a staff which 
selects and buys art as an invest- 
ment for the company, and 
which see that the various pic- 
tures are changed around at 
intervals. It was also pleasing to 
see the different manner in which 
the various chemicals and miner- 
als mined and processed by the 
company were used as table 
accessories, imbedded in glass or 
plastic, as integral parts of the 
design of objects useful and 
decorative. 
































































































































Building Industry 
Liaison 

Ralph Stoetzel, AIA, Chair- 
man of the Chicago Chapter’s 
Building Industry Affairs Com- 
mittee, has appointed the fol- 






































lowing Committee members to 
act as liaison representatives be- 
tween the Chicago Chapter and 
the organizations indicated: 

G. Hugh Tsuruoka, AIA; Pro- 
ducer’s Council, Chicago Asso- 
ciation of Home Builders. 

Albert Wengerhoff, AIA, and 
Orville J. Stafford, AIA; Con- 
struction Specifications Institute. 

Earl Benedict, AIA, and 
Arthur Dubin, AIA; Building 
Contractors Employers Associa- 
tion, Associated General Con- 
tractors. 

Orville J. Stafford, AIA; Society 
of Fire Protection Engineers. 

Eric Friis, AIA; National Elec- 
tric Sign Association, Electrical 
Contractors Association. 

J. Arthur Scott, AIA; Chicago 
Building Congress. 

Edward H. Matthei, AIA, John 
Alschuler, Jr., AIA; Ventilating 
and Air Conditioning Contrac- 
tors Association. 

Paul S. Chiado, AIA; Ameri- 
can Society of Civil Engineers. 











LETTERS | 


Dear Sir: 


With increasing interest in design 
on the part of home builders, PRAC- 
TICAL BUILDER devotes pages 
every month to homes termed “Bell 
Ringers.” These consist simply of an 
exterior photo (color or black-and- 
white), plan with dimensions, and 
paragraph on the location, sources, 
etc. 

Perhaps some of your members 
might wish to contribute to these 
pages. Most of our plans printed are 
popular-priced homes for average 
families, but we also use the gorgeous 
house and the low-priced house. We 
credit whatever the source of the 
photo. 

May we suggest that you might 
bring this request to the attention of 
your readers and invite them to get in 
touch with the undersigned, 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. Walter Olsen 

5 S. Wabash Ave. 

Chicago 8, Illinois. 
Editor P.S.: We trust Mr. Olsen will 
also credit the architect! Why the 
tremendous concern over photo cred- 
its? 
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Producers’ Council, Inc. 
228 N. LaSalle St., Chicage 1 
Suite 2103 © Ph. RAG-0578 
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—Today, building the greater 


Watch For Your Invitation 


Next Informational Meeting 


January 19th, 1961 LaSalle Hotel 


Lm hs 





HA 


IUUNULUUULLUUULLL ALLL 


COUNCIL 


ImCORPORATED 





WW, Chicago of Tomorrow”’ 











CHICAGO CHAPTER A.I.A. 
























Handy plug-in phone outlets 


make your houses easier to sell 


This is just one big feature of a Telephone 
Planned home. Another is the concealed tele- 
phone wiring. Both of these features are impor- 
tant to home buyers. It means they can rearrange 
their phone locations as easily as moving a lamp, 
and without drilling holes in walls. Their long- 
range telephone needs are provided for. 

To help you sell, Illinois Bell is telling home 
buyers about the conveniences of Telephone 
Planning through its advertising. So be sure the 
houses you build include Telephone Planning. 
It's inexpensive to install while you're building. 

If you call us during your planning stages, we'll 
help you include Telephone Planning in your blue- 
prints. We'll be happy to work right along with 
you. In Chicago, call 727-3351. Outside Chicago 
call your Bell Telephone business office. 


CERTIFIED 


There are more than 200 two to five bedroom 
ranch style homes at Sunny Hill in Westmont. 
All are Telephone Planned homes. 


ILLINOIS BELL TELEPHONE 





. LIGHTWEIGHT 


CONCRETE 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE AGGREGATE 
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LIGHTER WEIGHT 
LESS SHRINKAGE 


MEETS ALL 
A.S.T.M. 
SPECIFICATIONS 


NO POPPING 
NO STAINING 


8-INCH BLOCK 
AS LOW AS 23 POUNDS! 


It’s the aggregate that counts 


Materialite produces 
block that. . . weigh 40% less than sand and gravel block and 
20% less than block made with ordinary lightweight aggregates 
-.. meet A.S.T.M. Grade A" strength and absorption require- 
ments ... meet the Corps of Engineers’ drying shrinkage specifi- 
cations, designed to minimize cracking . .. contain no deleterious 
material to cause staining or popping. 


FOR THE BEST LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BLOCK, 
ASK FOR MATERIALITE BLOCK : 


meme MATERIAL SERVICE 


BLOCK DEALER roy AVAL 110), Melo cl -11-1-7-\ Goh A. P-V., Lot mote) -1-10)-7- Gale). 


OR CALL— 300 W. Washington St. - Chicago 6 - FRanklin 2-3600 - Ext. 293 








